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Executive Director Report 

November 2021 

By Sharon Becker, Executive Director, November 3, 2021 

 
Administration 
OIC Filing – WSHIP’s 2022 contracts and forms were approved by the Office of Insurance Commissioner 
(OIC) on October 15, 2021. 
 
Open Enrollment and Rate Notices – Open enrollment for WSHIP enrollees begins this month.  This is 
the period each fall when enrollees may switch plans for coverage that will begin January 1.  Notices to 
enrollees include WSHIP’s 2022 premium rates, along with information about coverage alternatives 
available from the Washington Healthplanfinder and private market.  Medicare enrollees were also 
reminded about the federal law change that now allows enrollees with End Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) 
to enroll in a Medicare Advantage Plan. 
 
Medicare Advantage Plan Analysis – Leif Associates has completed their yearly analysis of Medicare 
Advantage Plans in order to determine counties with “reasonable choice” for 2022.  Liz will present the 
results of this year’s analysis at the Board meeting.   
 
Express Scripts (ESI) Account Team – The ESI account team for WSHIP has recently changed.  The new 
ESI account team is Michael Stahl, Account Executive; Justin Rickerson, Pharm D, Clinical Account 
Executive; and Trish Burke, Account Manager.  Members of the new team will be presenting WSHIP’s 
yearly pharmacy report at the Board meeting. 
 
Board 
Governor-Appointed Board Openings – The large employer and small employer representative WSHIP 
Board positions are still in need of Governor-appointments.   If you know of anyone who may be 
interested in applying, please ask them to contact me or Ambar Algera, Director Boards & Commissions 
at the Governor’s office, at ambar.algera@gov.wa.gov 
 
OIC 
I attended the OIC’s public hearing on October 26, 2021 for Proposed Rule 2021-18 WSHIP purpose, 
membership and annual reporting.  The hearing was held virtually; there were no persons who testified.   
 
Washington State Government – Committee Assembly Days & 2022 Legislative Session 
Committee Assembly Days are scheduled for the Senate on November 15-16 and for the House on 
November 18-19.  The 2022 Legislative Session begins January 10, 2022.  Anticipated priorities include 
health work force issues, telehealth, and behavior health. 
 
Washington Health Benefit Exchange (HBE) 
HBE open enrollment began November 1, 2021 and will extend through January 15, 2022.  The plan to 

fund and implement HBE subsidies is due November 15, 2021 by the HBE with OIC/HCA.    

Universal Health Care Work Group 
The commission created by the legislature to explore universal health care in WA is still in the process of 

being fully established.  It is planning to have its first meeting later this month.  The commission’s first 

report to the governor and legislature is due by November 2022.  
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